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Former Berkshire Trustee Peter L. Kennard ’64, 
a varsity football starter since his sophomore 
year and shot put champion on the varsity 
track team, may not have been pinned as the 
student who would leave a transformational 
legacy on the arts at Berkshire—but that 
he did.

Thanks to a generous allocation in Mr. Kennard’s 
will, the recently dedicated Kennard Visual 
Arts Center, shown above, will continue to 
be home to countless Berkshire students who 
share his passion for the arts. In addition, 
the Kennard Scholarship will help draw into 
the community talented young students who 
otherwise would not have the means to 
attend Berkshire.  

Creating a Legacy 
for the Arts
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There are multiple ways to plan 
a gift that will make a lasting 
impact on the lives of students. 
When including a gift to the 
School in their long-term plans, 
many members of the Berkshire 
community prefer gift options 
that allow them to give back and 
provide substantial tax benefits.

A charitable lead annuity trust  
allows you to transfer assets to a 
trust that supports the School first 
for a set number of years. At the 
end of the term, the remaining 
assets return to you, your family, 
or other beneficiaries you select. 

In comparison, a charitable gift 
annuity is a simple agreement 

that makes payments to you for 
your lifetime and possibly that 
of another individual, based on 
your ages at the time of your gift. 
The part of your gift that remains 
supports Berkshire’s students, 
faculty, and programs. You also 
are eligible for an immediate 
partial income tax deduction and 
can eliminate capital gains taxes 
on gifts of appreciated assets.

Please contact Rob Schur, 
Director of Advancement, 
at 413-229-1907 or 

rschur@berkshireschool.org to 
discuss extending your impact on 
Berkshire with a charitable 
gift annuity.

How You Can Extend 
Your Impact on Berkshire   

California residents: Annuities are subject to regulation by 
the State of California. Payments under this agreement, however, 
are not protected or otherwise guaranteed by any government agency or 
the California Life and Health Insurance Guarantee Association. Oklahoma 
residents: A charitable gift annuity is not regulated by the Oklahoma 
Insurance Department and is not protected by a guaranty association 
affiliated with the Oklahoma Insurance Department. South Dakota 
residents: Charitable gift annuities are not regulated by and are not 
under the jurisdiction of the South Dakota Division of Insurance.

To find out more or to join John 
Godman and others who have 
included Berkshire in their estate 
plans, 
please contact Rob Schur, Director 
of Advancement, at 413-229-1907 
or rschur@berkshireschool.org.



A STRONG ENDOWMENT

Berkshire’s students and teachers enjoy extraordinary 
campus facilities and resources thanks to the generosity 
of alumni, families, faculty and staff, and friends who have 
come before them. Now, Berkshire is placing renewed 
emphasis on building its endowment for scholarships and 
faculty chairs. Strengthening the community from within, 
these essential funds will address the most critical needs of 
all those living and working under the Mountain.
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“ Few things can have a more positive 
influence on a teenager than a great 
teacher. I’m happy to make a gift 
that supports the continuation of 
that fine tradition.” 
 
— Steve Norman ’60, who created a charitable gift 

annuity in support of endowing a faculty chair at 
Berkshire to honor the great teachers who influenced 
him during his years at the School



© The Stelter Company and Berkshire School. The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, 
please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. 
References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may influence your results.

HELPFUL RESOURCE
In 12 Ways to Make a Meaningful Difference, 
you’ll find ideas on how to create a meaningful 
legacy for the important people in your life and 
Berkshire School. Simply return the enclosed 
reply card to request more information. 

BERKSHIRE TODAY: 
Built on the Generosity of Yesterday

John F. Godman, Berkshire’s 
legendary headmaster (1951-1970), 
left a bequest to the School that 
endures to this day.

Members of the Class of 1961, 
inspired by their head of school’s 
generosity, followed his lead to 
establish the John F. Godman 
Fund for student scholarships. In 
addition, for the past two decades, 
Berkshire has welcomed all who 

have embraced John Godman’s 
spirit through a planned gift into the 
Godman Society.

To find out more or to 
join John Godman and 
others who have included 

Berkshire in their estate plans, 
please contact Rob Schur, Director 
of Advancement, at 413-229-1907 
or rschur@berkshireschool.org.
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