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John F. Godman, Berkshire’s legendary 
headmaster (1951−1970), took this question 
to heart. During his tenure, he increased 
enrollment, expanded the faculty to include 
the School’s first female faculty members,  
and built 16 new structures. His most 
influential decision came in 1969, when 
he welcomed Berkshire’s first nine female 
students to campus.

He also left a bequest that endures to this 
day. Many have followed his lead by creating 
scholarships, faculty chairs, and buildings and 
facilities that are home to students during 
their time here.

We invite you to make your mark on Berkshire 
through a planned gift, joining John Godman 
and more than 160 Godman Society members 
who are forever a part of Berkshire’s story. 

Learn more and become a member at 
berkshireschool.planningyourlegacy.org/Godman.

IF YOU COULD SHAPE BERKSHIRE’S FUTURE, 
WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE? 

Through estate planning, you can achieve your 
philanthropic and financial goals while making 
a difference for Berkshire’s students and faculty. 

You may be surprised to learn of the flexibility 
that comes with a planned gift, including 
options that:

•  Make an impact during your lifetime 
 and beyond

• Offer tax solutions
• Protect your assets for your loved ones
• Provide an income stream for life

Please take a look inside to learn how a 
planned gift can benefit you, your family, and 
Berkshire. For real-life examples and up-to-
date tax information, visit berkshireschool.
planningyourlegacy.org. 

We look forward to helping you determine 
the gift that’s right for you. To begin the 
conversation, contact Director of Advancement 
Andrew Bogardus at 413-229-1237 or 
abogardus@berkshireschool.org.

California residents: Annuities are subject to 
regulation by the State of California. Payments 

under such agreements, however, are not protected 
or otherwise guaranteed by any government agency 
or the California Life and Health Insurance Guarantee 

Association. Oklahoma residents: A charitable gift annuity is not 
regulated by the Oklahoma Insurance Department and is not protected 

by a guaranty association affiliated with the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department. South Dakota residents: Charitable gift annuities 
are not regulated by and are not under the jurisdiction of the 

South Dakota Division of Insurance.

 “ For me, Berkshire was true to its motto of ‘learning—not just for school 
but for life.’ Under the Mountain, I gained a love of the outdoors. I had 
opportunities to play sports and try my hand at acting—landing two lead 
roles. I learned to write, becoming managing editor of the Green & Gray. I 
learned responsibility, serving as head proctor to my peers. I formed lasting 
relationships with faculty like Tom Chaffee and Frank Stevens.  

“My hope is that future students can enjoy the same opportunities for growth and have the 
advantages in life that I’ve had thanks to Berkshire.” 
 
—Walt Rose ’65, Past Trustee, John F. Godman Society Member



*Charitable gift annuities are not available in all states or through all 
organizations. Please contact us if you are interested in a gift annuity.

YOUR GOAL YOUR GIFT YOUR BENEFITS HOW YOU MAKE THE GIFT

Simple Gifts 
Anyone  

Can Make

•  Defer a gift until after 
your passing.

•  Maintain control of  
your assets during  
your lifetime.

YOUR WILL OR LIVING TRUST
 
A BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION  

•  Maintain your current lifestyle while making a meaningful gift to 
support Berkshire School.

•  Enjoy flexibility to change your plans as life changes.
•  Pass your retirement plan assets to Berkshire School tax free.

•  Work with your attorney to add a gift in your will or living trust 
detailing your donation to Berkshire School.

•  Designate Berkshire School as beneficiary of a percentage 
of your retirement plan, savings or brokerage account, or life 
insurance policy.

Gifts of Assets •  Make a gift now and 
receive benefits.

•  Make a larger gift with 
little or no effect on  
cash flow.

STOCK OR OTHER SECURITIES
 
REAL ESTATE
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY

• Qualify for income tax benefits. 
•  Avoid capital gains taxes on assets that have increased in value.
•  Transfer the expense of insuring or maintaining assets you no 

longer need.

•  Give stock or securities that have increased in value directly  
to Berkshire School.

• Donate your residence, farm, or commercial property.
•  Donate tangible personal property such as art, collectibles,  

or other items of value.

A Gift That  
Pays You

•  Supplement your 
retirement income with 
steady payments.

•  Receive payments that are 
partially income tax free.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY* • Qualify for an income tax charitable deduction.
•  Enjoy tax savings on a portion of each payment you receive 

throughout your life expectancy.
• Arrange fixed payments for life for you and your spouse.

•  Make a donation of cash or securities to benefit Berkshire School 
through a simple exchange for fixed payments for life. 

A Flexible 
Gift That Pays 

Income

•  Supplement your own 
retirement income or that 
of someone else.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER 
UNITRUST
 
CHARITABLE REMAINDER 
ANNUITY TRUST

•  You can make a generous gift to Berkshire School, receive an 
income tax deduction for the charitable portion of your gift, and 
eliminate capital gains tax at the time of the gift when the trust is 
funded with appreciated assets.

•  You transfer cash, securities, or other appreciated property into a 
charitable remainder trust. The trust pays either a variable (unitrust) 
or fixed (annuity trust) amount each year to you, or another 
beneficiary if you choose, for a lifetime or a term up to 20 years. 
When the term is up, the balance goes to Berkshire.

Gifts That 
Reduce Gift and 
Estate Taxes on 
Assets You Pass 

to Family

•  Provide a revenue stream 
to Berkshire School.

CHARITABLE LEAD UNITRUST 
 
CHARITABLE LEAD 
ANNUITY TRUST 

•  Support Berkshire School during your lifetime, reduce your taxable 
estate, and often reduce gift taxes.

•  You transfer securities or other appreciating property into a 
charitable lead trust. The trust pays either a variable (unitrust) or 
fixed (annuity trust) amount each year to Berkshire School for a 
lifetime or term of years. The balance then passes to your heirs.

GIVING BACK IN A WAY  
THAT WORKS FOR YOU

© The Stelter Company and Berkshire School. The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or 
tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. 
State income/estate taxes or state law may influence your results.


